
















Requested by: Department of Land Usc and Grorvth Management

Ordinance No- 2022 - ': i

Subject: An ordinance amending Chapter 2E5 of the Code
of St. Mary's County, Maryland, by amending
Schedule 50.,1.97.a. Solar, Major to requirc
Conditional Use approval in the Rural
Preservation Zoning District; to add a new Section
51.3,97.a.b to include th€ standards necessary to
obtain Conditional Use approval; and to amend
Articlc 9, Chapter 90 by adding a new definition.
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OIIDINANCE

TO AMEND CHAPTEIT 285 OF THE CODE OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY, MARYLAND, BY AMENDING
SCIIEDL'LE 50.1.97.a. SOLA& MAJOR, TO RtrQUUr-E CONDITIONAL USE APPROVAL IN TIIE RURAL
PRESERVATION ZONING DISTRICT; TO ADD A NEW SECTION 51.3.97.a.b. TO INCLUDE THE
STANDARDS NECESSARY TO OBTAIN CONDITIONAL USE APPROVAL; AND TO AMEND ARTICLE
9, CHAPTER 90 BY ADDING A NEW DEFINITION,

WHEREAS, pursuant to S 4-101 through $ 4-104 ol the Land Use Article of the Annotated Code of
Maryland, the Commissioners of St. Mary's County. Maryland, arc authorized to establish zoning districts and

prescribe regulations applicable in such districts; and

WHEREAS, the Commissioners of St. Mary's County, Maryland formed a Solar Task Force to gather

information and make recommendations to the Commissioncrs of St. Mary's County; and

WHEREAS, the Solar Task Force obtained community input; investigated communit)' needsi learned

about solar regulations: identified preferred site locations; discussed potential strengths/challenges with solar

facilities; and submifted a report to the Commissioners of St. Mary's County; and

WHEREAS, a notice of a public hearing was advertised on September 16,2022, and September 23, 2022,

in The Southem Maryland News, a newspaper o1'general circulalion in St. Mary's Counly. and a public hearing

was held on October 4, 2022, to receive public comment and consider amending Chapler 50 by amending

Schedule 50.4.97.a. Solar, Major, to require Conditional Use approval in the Rural Prcservation Zoning District
when certain soils or environmentally sensitive areas arc present; and to add a new Section 5 1.3.97.a.b. to include

the standards necessary to obtain Conditional Use approval; and

WHEREAS, the Commissioners of St. Mary's County, Maryland flnd that it is in the best interest of
the health, safety, and welfare of the residenls of St. Mary's County to amend Chapter 285 of the Code of St.

Mary's County, Maryland by amending Schedule 50.4.97.a. Solar, Major, to require Conditional Use approval

in the Rural Preservation Zoning District; to add a new Section 5l.3.97.a.b. to include the standards necessary

to obtain Conditional Use approval; and to amend Article 9, Chapter 90 by adding a new definition.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Commissioners of St. Mary's County, Maryland.
pursuant to $ 4-101 through $ 4-104 of the Land Use Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland, that:

SECTION I. Code of St. Mary's County. Maryland, Chapter 285, Schedule 50.4.97 .a. Solar, Major, is amended

by changing Solar, Major from being a Limited or Permitted Use in the Rural Preservation Zoning District to a
Conditional Use in the Rural Preservation District :



Requested by: Department ofLand Use and Growth Management

rll
Ordinance No.2022 - -1 |

rll;i i, ir l Kiiti | 0
Subject: An ordinance amending Chapter 285 of the Code

of St. Mary's County, Maryland, by amending
Sch€dule 50.4.97.a. Solar, Major to require
Conditional Use approval in the Rural
Preservation Zoning District; to add a new Section
51.3.97.a.b to includc the standards necessary to
obtain Conditional Usc approval; and to amend
Article 9, Chapter 90 by adding a new definition,
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50.4.91 .a. Solar, Major. A Utility-scale solar energy generating system that has a generating capacity of more

than 2 megawatts.

SECTION II. Chapter 285, 951.3.97.a. Solar, Major is amended by deleting $51.3.97.a.b., Limited Standards

( 1), (2), (3), and (4); and adding a new $51.3.97.a.b. (1) Conditional Standards:

$51 .3.97.a. Solar, Major.
b. Conditional Standards :

(1) In the Rural Preservation District, a Solar, Major facility may only be allowed on brownfields and

landfills.

SECTION IU. Chapter 285, Anicle 9, Chapter 90 is amended by adding a new definition:

Brownfield. A brorvnfield is a former industrial or commercial site where future development is affected by potential or

confirmed environmentai contamination. A site shall be presumed to be a bror"urfield if identified by the Environmental

Protection Agency as a Superfund site, National Priorities List site, state deferral site, is identified by the Maryland
Departnent of the Environment as a State Master List or Voluntary Cleanup Program site. or ifthe site is on any other list

maintained by the Environmental Protection Agency or Maryland Depament of the Environment that serves a similar

purpose.

SECTION IV. This Ordinance shall be effective upon the date written below.
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Those voting Aye:

Those voting Nay:

Those Abstaining:

Date of Adoption:

Effective Date:
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COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY
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APPROVED AS TO FORM
AND LEGAL SUFFICIENCY:

Sterling

iic Colvin. Commissioner

ichael L. Hewitt, Commissioner

Assistant Countv Attomev Todd B. Morgan, C

John E. O'Connor, Commissioner
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